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GREETING 


Dr. Marcus Jones (1992) 
President 
Northwestern State University 


Dear Alumni, 


By now, you have heard that | will be transitioning 
away from my role as president of Northwestern 
State University to rejoin the University of Louisiana 
System staff where | will serve as executive vice 
president and chief operating officer and as a senior 
advisor to UL System President Dr. Rick Gallot. 


When a new president is named, | hope you will 
reach out to that individual, welcome them and let 
them know that you support them. 


My years of service at NSU encompass the breadth 
of my career. It’s been the honor of my life to 

serve as president and represent the university 
that we love. I’m grateful for all of you who have 
offered words of support and encouragement and 
| will continue to do everything | can to advance 
Northwestern State University and its mission. 


Steadfast and True, 


Petes & 


Danielle Antoon Cobb (2010) 
Director 
Alumni Affairs 


Read the Columns online 
by scanning this QR code. 
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Dear Alumni, 


Summer is here and NSU is not a quiet place. In 
addition to a series of Freshman Connection 
orientation programs, the university is host to 
summer youth camps focusing on sports, cheer, 
art, music, science, leadership and many other 
areas of interest. Our hardworking staff use these 
camps as opportunities to make a positive and 
lasting impression on young students and we hope 
they will eventually return for their own Freshman 
Connection experience. 


A huge thank you to everyone who attended our 
Alumni After Hours events and our generous hosts. 
It's heart-warming to hear laughter and stories as 
pictures and memories are shared. Our recent golf 
tournaments have also been a success, drawing 
alumni and friends from all over to support student 
scholarships. 


It's not too early to mark your calendars for NSU 
Homecoming 2024, which will take place October 
25-26. | wish you all a safe and enjoyable summer 
and | look forward to seeing many of you this fall. 


northwesternstatealumni.com 
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NSU NEWS 


Marcus Jones will return to University of Louisiana System 


Dr. Marcus Jones announced on May 31 that he will rejoin the staff at the University of 


Louisiana System office. 


Jones was named NSU's 20th president and first Black president in November 2021 
after serving as interim president beginning in July 2021. He served as executive vice 
president and chief operating officer for the University of Louisiana System from 2020- 
21, where he oversaw the areas of business finance, internal/external audit function, EEO 


and IT for the System and handled matters 


of system level importance on behalf of 
the UL System president. He also oversaw 
management of budgets, administration, 
policies and procedures and international 
relations and acted as the legal liaison for 
the System. 


president for university and business 
affairs from 2017-2020 where he was a key 
administrator in the planning, operation 
and management of the University. 


Northwestern's faculty since 1994 as an 
instructor of business, assistant professor 


Jones served as NSU’s executive vice 


Jones has been a member of 


of business law and international business, 
associate professor of business law and international 
business and has held the Ben D. Johnson Endowed 
Professorship since 1999. 


Some accomplishments and milestones that 


occurred during Jones’ tenure are as follows. 


NSU graduates excel in critical fields such as 
healthcare, STEM, business, and education. 

The Dear School of Creative and Performing Arts 
continues to evolve, serving as the cultural heartbeat 
of our campus and a hub of activity for Natchitoches 
and the surrounding region. 

MSU has made tremendous strides in recruiting and 
retaining high-quality students. 

The NSU Foundation reported $7 million in private 


contributions, and a 16 percent return on endowment. 


Investments such as the Entrepreneurial Innovation 
Center, a partnership with Louisiana School for the 
Math, Science, and the Arts, will serve as a hub for 
entrepreneurial activity in northwest Louisiana. 
Funding from the Blue Cross and Blue Shield of 
Louisiana Foundation will alleviate nursing shortages, 
with the goal of producing over 1,000 nurses by 2032. 
Nursing programs continue to excel — with a 100 
percent job placement rate for graduates in 2023 and 
exceptional NCLEX pass rates of 99 percent for BSN 
students and 98 percent for ASN students. 

The new School of STEM includes five departments 
focused on interdisciplinary collaboration. 

NSU’s teacher preparation programs rank among the 
top five in Louisiana for Praxis® Elementary Education 
Pass rates. 


The search for NSU’s next president is underway 


The University of Louisiana System Board of Supervisors put forth an 
aggressive timeline to ensure the new NSU president is in place for the 
beginning of the Fall 2024 semester. 

“We seek a visionary leader who will continue advancing NSU's mission and 
positively influencing the community. The search process will be thorough 
and inclusive to ensure we find a forward-thinking individual who will lead 
NSU into the future,’ according to Board Chair Mark Romero. 


Key dates in the search timeline: 

June 14, 2024: Search committee formed and job advertisement posted. 

June 24, 2024: Inaugural search committee meeting and public forum at NSU. 

June 28, 2024: Preferred date for nominations and applications. 

July 3, 2024: Candidates list provided to the search committee. 

July 8, 2024: Review of applications and selection of semi-finalists. 

July 15 & 16, 2024: On-campus interviews with semi-finalists. 

July 18, 2024: Special Board meeting in Baton Rouge to select the new 
President. 


“We encourage your participation in this process and invite your public 
comments and suggestions. Your input is invaluable as we move forward,’ 
Romero said. 

“Throughout this transition, NSU’s senior leadership team will ensure 
smooth operations and ongoing initiatives at NSU. Rest assured, our focus 
remains steadfast on the success and well-being of our students, faculty, and 
staff. 

“The UL System leadership and board committee are committed to 
collaborating with university leaders and the NSU community throughout 
this process. We are excited about NSU’s future and are confident in finding a 
strong leader who will elevate NSU’s impact on education and the community.’ 

For more information, visit ulsystem.edu/nsu-search or email questions or 
comments to NorthwesternPresidentialSearch@ulsystem.edu. 


This public document was published at a total cost of $18,851.98. 55,447 copies of this public document were published in this first printing at a cost of $18,851.98. The total cost of all printings 
of this document, including reprints is $18,851.98. This document was published by Northwestern State University Office of University Advancement and printed by Progress Printing Plus, 
2677 Waterlick Road, Lynchburg, Virginia 24502 to foster and promote the mutually beneficial relationship between Northwestern State University and its alumni, supporters and community 
partners. This material was printed in accordance with standards for printing by state agencies established pursuant to R.S. 43.31. Printing of this material was purchased in accordance with the 
provisions of Title 43 of the Louisiana Revised Statues. 
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Charter members at the president's reception are, seated from left, Sandra Jackson Brown, Belinda Flowers Birch, Glenda Jordan Fitzpatrick 
and Helen Coutee LaCour. On the back are Dock Voorhies Jr., Vern McConnell Washington, Danny Cage, Dr. Richard Smith, Dr. Harry Smith, 
Betty Coutee Christophe Fagbeyiro, Larry Heard, Hilton Verrett and NSU President Dr. Marcus Jones. Not pictured is Amelia McQuarn Davis. 
(Story and photos by Matthew Miles, 2008, 2014) 


Alpha Kappa Alpha, Alpha Phi Alpha share Celebration of 50 years 


Over 60 alumni members from the Eta Chi Chapter of Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. and Theta Chi Chapter of Alpha Phi 
Alpha Fraternity, Inc. gathered Sept. 22-24, 2023, to celebrate 
50 years of their presence on Northwestern State University’s 
campus. Both Eta Chi, and Theta Chi have 50 years of service in 
the Natchitoches community. Both chapters are known amongst 
members as The Phirst Family in the Divine Nine Organizations. 

The Golden 50th Phirst Family Celebration started with a 
reception at the NSU president's residence with 13 charter 
members from both chapters. NSU President Dr. Marcus Jones 
allowed a time of reflection at from each charter member of 
how things were 50 years ago and the beginning of having 
multiple African American Greek organizations chartered on the 
campus of NSU. Many of the charter members were from rural 
communities in north Louisiana and they were first-generation 
students attending college. The university at the time was not 
always receptive to the idea of adding additional Pan-Hellenic 
organizations, but it took the vigilant perseverance and brilliant 
creativity of the charter members to make it happen. 

An informal welcome meet and greet gathering took place at 
Hana Steakhouse/Seafood and Sushi Restaurant on Friday, Sept. 
22. Alumni members were able to gather in a social environment 
and reconnect. On Saturday morning both chapters met 
separately and engaged with undergraduates and graduate 


members of The Phirst Family to share college life experiences. 
Individuals gave perspectives on how college life and serving 
in the community impacted their lives for the better. The need 
to balance academic excellence and fulfill civic obligations is 
essential to thrive as an organization as we continue the legacy 
started 50 years ago by our charter members. Alumni members 
then showed off their BBQ skills for everyone to enjoy. 

The evening closed with a gala honoring each of the 
charter members with gifts and accolades for their significant 
contributions. The chartering graduate advisors Lueburda 
Jamison Myers and the late Brother Hampdyn J. Williams were 
recognized for their dedicated service in the formation of a solid 
foundation for both undergraduate chapters to thrive in the 
future. The celebration ended Sunday, Sept. 24 with worship 
services at Christian Outreach Center. 

As an extended celebration of the anniversary, The Phirst 
Family also celebrated familial bonds during Homecoming with 
additional festivities such as anew member presentation hosted 
by Theta Chi Chapter, a float in the Homecoming parade and a 
tailgating experience during the week. 

As a community service project held in conjunction with the 
reunion, the Eta Chi Chapter Alumni members donated food 
items to be distributed to three local elementary schools for the 
Childhood Hunger Initiative Power Pack (CHIPP) program. Over 
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Shop A Lott’s ‘Fuel Their Future’ pump opens in Natchitoches 
Pump #1 at Shop A Lott/Chevron, 620 South Drive, ‘ UEC THEIR OTORE 


NOT ITW ESTERS STATE 


Natchitoches, is officially open as the “Fuel Their 
Future” purple pump. A portion of proceeds from fuel 
sales at Pump #1 will be donated to the Northwestern 
State University Foundation to support student 
scholarships. A ribbon-cutting Monday, May 6 
brought together executives from Shop A Lott parent 
company Lott Oil, NSU administrators and university 
supporters to open the NSU-branded pump. From 
left are Lott Oil Director of Retail Sam Cedars, Chief 
Operating Officer Mark Massia, NSU President Dr. 
Marcus Jones and Director of Development Jill 
Bankston, Lott Oil Director of Marketing Camille Lott 
and Director of Wholesale Michael Lott. The South 
Drive location at “the Y” is one of 14 Shop A Lott 
convenience stores in six parishes. Family-owned Lott 
Oil is a long-time partner to Northwestern State with 
a history of supporting NSU Athletics, the Foundation 
and other endeavors. 


This fall will be a special one for freshman Annalee Stevens and her family. Stevens, who is 
from Pineville, will be the fifth generation of women to attend Northwestern State University. 

The tradition began when Steven's great-great grandmother Eva Paulk attended Louisiana 
State Normal School. Her great grandmother Vyrtis Cox earned a master’s in English from 
Northwestern State. Steven’s grandmother Kathy Vaughn received a Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing and is working on a master’s in English. Vaughn is a member of NSU’s nursing faculty. 
Her mother Sarah Stevens received a master’s in educational leadership from NSU. 

“| think it says a lot about Northwestern because each woman in the generations before me 
chose the same school to further their education,’ said Stevens, who recently graduated from 
Pineville High School and will major in nursing. “I chose to attend Northwestern because | have 
always heard great things about the university. | also like the atmosphere that Natchitoches has 
to offer.’ 

Sarah Stevens said she thinks everyone in her family found the same reason to attend 
Northwestern. 

“| think there is such a strong tie to Northwestern for our family because of the university's 
tradition of excellence in academics,’ said Sarah Stevens, who is a teacher at Pineville High 
School. “Our family has consistently received quality post-secondary and graduate-level 
education and degrees from NSU.’ 


Celebration of 50 years continued 


40 CHIPP bags were filled with nutritious meals and snacks for Charter Sisters of Eta Chi Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha 
children to enjoy during the weekends and holiday breaks. Sorority, Inc.: 

Charter Brothers of Theta Chi Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha Marsha Benjamin Metoyer Vern McConnell Washington 
Fraternity, Inc.: Betty Coutee Christophe Fagbeyiro Sharon McDuffy Nelson 
Brother Danny Cage Brother Dr. Richard Smith Helen Coutee LaCour Amelia McQuarn Davis 
Brother Larry Heard Brother Dock Voohries, Jr. Belinda Flowers Birch Stephanie Morris 

Brother Terry Holmes * Brother Hilton Verrett Sandra Jackson Brown Sherry Smith Thomas 
Brother Dr. Harry Smith Brother Floyd White * Glenda Jordan Fitzpatrick Althea Wagner 


* Omega Chapter (Deceased Brother) 
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COL(R) Wayne Sears was inducted into the Northwestern State 
University Demon Regiment Hall of Fame. From left are LTC(R) 
Arthur Smalley, Demon Regiment Chief of Staff; Sears and COL(R) 
William Gates, honorary colonel of the Regiment. 


The late LTC(R) Richard “Dickie” Rogers was inducted into the NSU 
Demon Regiment Hall of Fame. Accepting on his behalf were his wife, 
Leah Rogers, and their grandson, CPT Ryan Rogers. Both shown here 
with LTC(R) Arthur Smalley, left, and COL(R) William Gate, right. 


Northwestern Demon Regiment inducts two into Hall of Fame 


Two distinguished alumni of NSU’s ROTC 
program were inducted into the Demon 
Regiment's Hall of Fame during the annual 
spring military ball. 

Inductees were Colonel (Retired) 

Wayne R. Sears and the late Lieutenant 
Colonel (Retired) Richard “Dickie” Rogers. 
Individuals are selected for their service 

to the nation and their communities, each 
having made a lasting impact to serve as 
examples for cadets to emulate throughout 
their careers. 

Sears graduated from Northwestern 
State in 1975 with a Bachelor of Science 
in Wildlife Resources Management and 
commissioned as an active duty Infantry 
officer. He first served as a Platoon Leader 
for 1st Battalion, 29th Infantry Regiment, 
Fort Benning, Georgia. After completion 
of the Initial Entry Rotary-Wing Course, 
he served as a Section Leader for the 4th 
Squadron, 7th Cavalry, Camp Garry Owen, 
South Korea. 

He transitioned from the AH-1G Cobra to 
the AH-1S Cobra and served as a Platoon 
Leader, Company Operations Officer, and 
HHC Company Commander for the 82nd 
Combat Aviation Battalion, 82nd Airborne 
Division, before returning to Fort Rucker as 
an instructor. Later, he transitioned to the 
OH-58C Kiowa and the AH-64 Apache. In 
1986, he was selected to command TF-112, 
a testbed unit for the Kiowa and Apache 
helicopters. 

Colonel Sears next served as a Battalion 
Operations Officer, Battalion Executive 


Officer, and Brigade Operations Officer for 
the 82nd Airborne Division where he was 
instrumental in the deployment of several 
AH-64s into Panama during the lead-up 
to Operation Just Cause, 1989. In 1990, 
he deployed with the advance elements 
to Saudi Arabia in preparation for the 
participation of the 82nd Airborne Division 
in Operation Desert Storm. 

He served as the Deputy Director for 
Aviation Special Operations with U.S. 
Army Special Operations Command, Fort 


DEMON REGIMENT 


Bragg, NC, and then commanded the 6th 
Squadron, 6th Cavalry Regiment, Illesheim, 
Germany. Later, he served as the Mobility 
Assessment Officer for the US Special 
Operations Command at MacDill Air Force 
Base, Florida. 

Colonel Sears commanded the 229th 
Aviation Group (Airborne) and returned 
to Fort Rucker as the Chief of Evaluations 
and Standards for Army Aviation. He then 
served as Chief of Staff of the Aviation 


School until his retirement in 2001. 

Colonel Sears obtained a Master of 
Science in Public Administration from 
Shippensburg University of Pennsylvania. 
He completed the Infantry Officer Basic 
and Advanced Courses; Airborne, Ranger, 
Jumpmaster, Pathfinder and Air Assault 
Courses; Initial Entry Rotary-Wing Course 
and numerous aviation qualification 
courses; the Command and General Staff 
College; and the US Army War College. 

His awards and decorations include the 
Legion of Merit (with 1 Oak Leaf Cluster), 
Bronze Star Medal, Defense Meritorious 
Service Medal. Meritorious Service Medal 
(w/3 OLC), Air Medal, Army Commendation 
Medal (w/2 OLC), the Army Achievement 
Medal and the Airborne, Ranger, 
Jumpmaster, Pathfinder and Air Assault 
Badges. 

For many years since his retirement, 
Colonel Sears has been a mentor and 
teacher to kids 10-14 years old as an Earth 
Camp Volunteer. He also instructs archery, 
canoeing and firearms safety for the Cross 
Creeks National Wildlife Refuge. 

Lieutenant Colonel Rogers graduated 
from Northwestern State in 1962 
with a Bachelor of Science in Business 
Administration and commissioned as 
an active duty Infantry officer. His first 
assignment was with the 1st Cavalry 
Division, Fort Hood, Texas, where he served 
as a Platoon Leader, Reconnaissance 
Platoon Leader, Executive Officer, Company 
Commander and Plans and Operations 

continued on next page 
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NSU launches Al research initiatives focused on historic preservation 


NSU is launching a multidisciplinary 
Artificial Intelligence research collaboration 
that will encompass physics, chemistry, 
mathematics, engineering technology, 
veterinary technology, biology and 
microbiology through the School of 
Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics and the College of Arts 
and Sciences. The initiative fosters 
partnerships with the National Center 
for Preservation Technology and Training 
(NCPTT) and French institutions that 
include Fédération Frangaise du Batiment, 
Cluster Patrimoine Bati and the University 
of Technology of Troyes. The partnership 
will explore how Louisiana’s environment 
and weather conditions - characterized 
by hot, humid weather and frequent 
hurricanes - impact historical buildings. 

Al will help identify building aspects and 
facilitate enhancements in insulation 

while preserving historical integrity. “Al 
now showcases its versatility as a powerful 
tool, capable of generating various forms 
of informational content, including text, 
images and videos, analyzing vast amounts 
of data to extract trends and valuable 
insights,’ said Dr. Damien Tristant. 


From left are NCPTT Architecture and Engineering Chief Andy Ferrell, NCPTT Materials 
Conservator Jason Church, Dr. Francene LeMoine, dean of NSU’s College of Arts and 
Sciences; NSU President Dr. Marcus Jones, STEM School Facilitator and Assistant Professor 
of Physics Dr. Anna Dugas; Assistant Professor of Physics Dr. Damien Tristant, STEM School 
Director and Associate Professor Dr. Christopher Lyles and Dr. Greg Handel, provost and 
vice president for Academic Affairs. 


Demon Regiment continued 


Officer Air for the 2nd Battalion, 50th Infantry. He joined the U.S. 
Military Assistance Command Program and deployed to Vietnam 
to serve as a Battalion Advisor to Vietnamese ground forces. 
Lieutenant Colonel Rogers was awarded the Silver Star for his 
combat actions in the fall of 1965. 

He then served as a Company Commander for the 2nd Battalion, 
28th Infantry, 1st Infantry Division. Lieutenant Colonel Rogers 
deployed again to Vietnam in the summer of 1967, during which 
time he was awarded a second Silver Star on 26 Oct 1968 for 
combat actions in the battle of Fire Support Base Julie. 

After returning from Vietnam, he served as the assistant 
professor of Military Science at the University of Arkansas. He then 
served as a Battalion Logistics Officer, Executive Officer and Plans 
and Operations Officer for the 2nd Infantry Division, Joint Base 
Lewis-McChord, Washington. Lieutenant Colonel Rogers attended 
the Command and General Staff College and was invited to remain 
as an instructor at the College. 

He was assigned to the staff of the 2nd Armored Division 
(Forward) prior to assuming command of the 2nd Battalion, 
50th Infantry Regiment. He returned to Fort Leavenworth as an 
instructor for the Combined Arms and Services Staff College. 

On 1 October 1982, Lieutenant Colonel Rogers retired from 
active duty with over 20 years of service to the nation. He earned 
a Master of Science in Business Administration from the University 
of Arkansas. His military education includes the Infantry Officer 


Basic and Advanced Courses, Airborne Course, Defense Language 
Institute (Vietnamese), Electronic Warfare Officer Course, the 
Command and General Staff Officer Course and the U.S. Army War 
College. 

Lieutenant Colonel Rogers’ awards and decorations include the 
Silver Star Medal (with 1 Oak Leaf Cluster), Bronze Star (w/3 OLC), 
Meritorious Service Medal (w/2 OLC), Air Medal (w/1 Numeral 
device), Army Commendation Medal, National Defense Service 
Medal, Vietnam Service Medal, Vietnam Campaign Medal and the 
Combat Infantryman and Parachutist Badges. 

After military retirement, Lieutenant Colonel Rogers was 
employed as the Director of Operations for Mexican Original prior 
to its acquisition by Tyson Foods. He later worked for the American 
Railroad Company and then for the University of Arkansas. There, 
he served as the program manager for their business incubator, 
the Genesis Program. He also worked in commercial real estate and 
for the Sara Lee Corporation. Lieutenant Colonel Rogers retired in 
Heber Springs, Arkansas, where he was an active member of the 
First Baptist Church of Heber Springs until his passing in 2019. 

The Demon Battalion will celebrate its diamond anniversary 
during the 75th Demon Battalion Military Ball scheduled for 
Saturday, May 12, 2025, at the Student Union Ballroom. 

Information on NSU's Department of Military Science and the 
Northwestern Demon Regiment can be found at https://www. 
nsula.edu/rotc. 
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Hildebrand recognized by Louisiana Association of Basketball Coaches 


Beginning his playing days in junior 
high during World War Il, riding for an 
hour in the back of a pickup truck to start 
college at Northwestern State University, 
and finishing eight decades in organized 
basketball helping choose officials for 
the NCAA’s Division | Final Four, Tynes 
Hildebrand has lived an unparalleled 
career. 

Player, coach, athletics director, officials 
observer. From the 1940s until a decade 
ago, the 93-year-old Hildebrand has been 
immersed in his favorite game, the only 
sport he could play growing up in rural 
Sabine Parish and attending tiny Florien 
High School. 

As head coach at Northwestern State, 
Hildebrand helped found the Louisiana 
Association of Basketball Coaches half 
acentury ago. As the LABC celebrated 
that anniversary with its 50th Annual 
Awards Banquet on May 4, Hildebrand 
became only the fourth recipient of the 
organization's Don Landry Award since that 
elite recognition for distinguished service 
and significant contributions to the LABC 
was created in 1998. 

It's named for the founding father of the 
LABC, and Hildebrand, now living in Flower 
Mound, Texas, with his wife of 72 years, 
Julia, is touched to receive it. 

Another iconic figure in state basketball 
history, Louisiana Basketball Hall of 
Famer and 2023 Mr. Louisiana Basketball 
honoree Mike McConathy, has a far- 
reaching understanding of Hildebrand’s 
impact. McConathy’s father Johnny, 
the No. 5 pick in the 1951 NBA Draft, 
was a senior at Northwestern State 
when Hildebrand joined H. Lee Prather's 
Demons. The younger McConathy was a 
prep All-American at Bossier City’s Airline 
High, recruited nationally but ultimately 
choosing Louisiana Tech over his father’s 
alma mater. Later, he was tabbed to be 
the Demons’ head coach in 1999 and in 
23 seasons became the state’s all-time 
winningest coach when considering both 
college and junior college results. 

“When we formed the LABC, Tynes was 
not only one of the founders, he was one of 
the early presidents (its third, in 1977-78)” 
Landry said. “I credit him for being one of 
the founders of the LABC, a great advocate 
for our sport, and one of the LABC’s 
leaders for many years. We've been such 
close friends, with our wives and families, 
for so long, and I’m delighted he's being 
recognized once again.” 

Landry, already a college assistant 


at Louisiana Tech, first encountered 
Hildebrand as a state championship- 
winning coach at Natchitoches High 
School, a featured speaker at the Louisiana 
High School Coaches’ Association clinic in 
Baton Rouge. 

“Tynes brought his entire team to show 
their full-court press defense, and it was 
one of the best clinic presentations | had 
ever observed, because it wasn’t just him 
talking, it was demonstrated for us,’ said 
Landry. “He could teach the game. And he 
was a particularly outstanding defensive 
coach.’ 

That was the hallmark of his 16 seasons 
(1965-80) as head coach at Northwestern 
State, where he posted 191 wins, won 
two consecutive Gulf South Conference 
championships and received two 
conference Coach of the Year awards. 

He retired, and was named the LABC’s 

Mr. Louisiana Basketball a year later, but 
returned in 1983 as the Demons’ athletics 
director for 13 years, working at half-salary 
in a financially-strapped department that 
under his guidance developed into one 

of the more successful in the Southland 
Conference on, and off, the field of 
competition. 

“| enjoyed him,’ said James Smith, who 
won 340 games in 17 seasons as the Lady 
Demons’ head basketball coach, the first 
eight under Hildebrand. “He did all he 
could to help us as AD. Tynes enjoyed 
traveling with us at a time not many AD’s 
gave enough attention or respect to their 
women's sports. He was very supportive.” 


As acoach and administrator, Hildebrand 
was an outstanding mentor. Among his 
prize pupils: Demons’ guard and future 
long-time Notre Dame basketball coach 
Mike Brey along with athletic department 
interns Greg Burke, his successor as AD 
who held that post for the next 26 years, 
and Greg Sankey, now in his 10th year as 
the commissioner of the Southeastern 
Conference. 

Hildebrand was enshrined in the 
Louisiana Basketball Hall of Fame in 1992 
for his collegiate coaching career. A year 
following his retirement as AD, Hildebrand 
became one of the NCAA's Division | 
officials evaluators in 1997, a role he fulfilled 
for 17 seasons. In 2006, he became one of 
the NCAA inaugural four regional officiating 
supervisors. 

Frequently accompanied by his wife, he 
traveled across the Midwest and South, 
grading officials during the regular season 
in a wide range of conferences and in some 
of the iconic venues of college hoops: 

Allen Field House at Kansas, Cameron 
Indoor Arena at Duke, and Kentucky’s Rupp 
Arena, to cite three, along with a variety 

of bandboxes and showplaces, taking 
meticulous notes from press row seats. At 
times, that meant pushing through winter 
storms on icy roads, and making tight travel 
connections. Detailed, timely reports were 
filed on each officiating crew. It culminated 
each year with helping select officials for 
each round of the NCAA Tournament - an 
ironic role for a coach who had more than 


his share of run-ins with referees. 
continued on next page 
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Spotlights 


Al Smith Jr. (2009) was recently teams I’ve been a part of. I’m 
listed among the Top 40 Under beyond grateful for their support 
40 sponsored by Huntsville throughout my career and 
(Alabama) Event Magazine. am so proud of the collective 

Smith is a Louisiana native and contributions we've made. Willis 
former professional athlete who is corporate vice president of 
recently relocated to Huntsville Energy and Resources Industry for 
to spearhead the opening of a Microsoft. 
new office for Stanton Chase, In this role, Darryl leads a multi- 

a global executive search and billion-dollar business and cross- 

consulting firm. Prior to working functional teams. Leveraging 

his current position, Smith worked Microsoft's differentiated cloud 

on corporate talent acquisition and Al technology, Willis and his 

teams, providing him with Smith team are responsible for driving Willis 
strategic experience in identifying digital transformation and 

and obtaining top talent for companies. empowering customers across the Energy sector. 

Smith earned a bachelor’s degree in Business Administration Willis blends his technical and strategic acumen to lead a global 
from NSU, where he was a standout football player and team Microsoft team enabling the energy transition, reducing carbon 
captain. Following his collegiate career, he joined the Canadian emissions, and intelligently fulfilling growing energy demand with 
Football League, playing for the Hamilton Tiger-Cats. Now residing new renewable sources. 
in Huntsville, with his wife and five children, Smith enjoys family Prior to joining Microsoft, Willis was vice president of Oil, Gas 
adventures, volunteering at his church and rooting for his favorite and Energy at Google Cloud. His other past roles include president 
Louisiana sports teams. and CEO of bp Angola; head of Deepwater Horizon claims and 

spokesperson for bp and senior vice president and deputy head of 
Subsurface for bp. 

Darryl Willis (1991) was named to the Savoy“2024 Most Since joining Microsoft in 2019, Willis has grown the Microsoft 
Influential Executives In Corporate America’ list, which features Energy & Resources Industry organization to become a global 
distinguished leaders who are integral to the progress and leader in driving digital transformation across the energy sector. 
prosperity of major organizations across the globe. The Willis holds an M.S. in Business from Stanford University Graduate 
announcement was made earlier this year. School of Business, an M.S. in Geology and Geophysics from the 

“It’s truly humbling to be included alongside such inspiring University of New Orleans and a B.S. in Chemistry earned through 
and accomplished leaders,’ he said. “This recognition was made the Louisiana Scholars’ College at NSU. 
possible through the support of countless individuals in my life, He was inducted into NSU’s Long Purple Line, the university’s 
including my mentors, coaches, and sponsors—and the fantastic alumni hall of distinction, in 2018. 


Hildebrand recognized continued 


Hildebrand saw his last job as a way Landry and McConathy stressed Hilde- inductee into the Southland Conference 
to give back to the sport he's loved since brand's career was a partnership with Julia Hall of Honor and a 2014 winner of the 
hitchhiking with Florien teammate Ken extremely involved. The couple has two Dave Dixon Louisiana Sports Leadership 
Corley three miles in the early morning sons, Tynes Jr. and Bruce, Award and inductee into the 
(Yon the Holsum bread truck coming from five grandchildren and Louisiana Sports Hall of Fame. 
Natchitoches”) and evening (“whoever eight great-grands. The “| would say Julia has been as 
might know us”) to school and home from Hildebrands fell in love late big a part of this as | have.” 
practice or games. in their high school years. Generations of coaches, 

“I’ve tried to speak out for basketball in “| walked her home from players and fans — and cer- 

a football-dominated state where there's church,’ he recalled. “There tainly, officials — have felt their 
a lot of really good basketball at the high was a swing on her front influence. He says it’s been 
school and college levels. | was fortunate porch, and we'd sit there more than an equal trade. 

as an LABC member, with Don and oth- and call that dating. “Louisiana basketball has 
ers, to do (international) trips promoting “Julia has been the best been my life,’ he said. “The 
basketball, and | tried to set good ex- assistant that anybody Hildebrand family has lived a 
amples, and not show my butt too much could have, from when | * : Louisiana basketball life. And 
— although | did a time or two,’ he said, was at Natchitoches High it's been good to us.” 
laughing. “I was a competitor and | did like School, from my years as coach and athletic More information about the LABC 

to win. Winning was always important, but director at Northwestern, and then in my can be obtained by visiting their website 
most of all it was playing to the best of our time as an NCAA officials observer. We've at www.labball.com. 

ability.’ been a team,’ said Hildebrand, a 1999 — By Doug Ireland, SID Emeritus 
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Juanita Coutee scholarship acknowledges life of faith, service 


A scholarship has been established at 
Northwestern State University to honor 
the memory, career, achievements and 
service of a highly accomplished alumna. 
The Juanita Martinez Coutee Memorial 
Scholarship was established by her 
husband Ellis Coutee of Baton Rouge, 
along with family and friends, to continue 
Mrs. Coutee’s legacy at the university and 
in the community. 

Mr. Coutee initiated the scholarship with 
the generosity of friends and family who 
made memorial donations to the NSU 
Foundation. The scholarship will reach 
fulfillment at $100,000. 

Upon his death, the scholarship name 
will change to the Ellis and Juanita 
Martinez Coutee Memorial Scholarship. 
The scholarship will be awarded to a 
Catholic male or female student majoring 
in mathematics or accounting with 
preference given to students affiliated 
with the Diocese of Baton Rouge. 

“Juanita Coutee, embodied the values of faith, family and work 
with remarkable grace,’ said Dr. Drake Owens, executive director 
of the NSU Foundation. “This scholarship will ensure that her 
memory at NSU lives on through the students who benefit from 
the Coutee family’s commitment and generosity to NSU.” 

Mrs. Coutee passed away March 18 after a brief battle with 
cancer. 

“Over the years, the Coutees have funded numerous endowed 
scholarships for Northwestern students and supported many 
programs and projects at the 
university,’ said NSU President Dr. 
Marcus Jones. “Their assistance 
to NSU is an extension of the 
importance of philanthropy in 
education, religion and other 
important causes.” 

Mrs. Coutee was a Zwolle 
native who earned an 
undergraduate degree in 
business and mathematics in 
1958 and a master’s degree in 
mathematics in 1960, graduating 
from NSU with honors. She was a member of Phi Kappa Phi, the 
nation’s oldest and most selective collegiate honor society, and 
a member of the NSU College of Business Hall of Distinction. Mr. 
and Mrs. Coutee were the first couple to be inducted together 
into the Long Purple Line, NSU’s alumni hall of distinction, the 
highest honor the university bestows on graduates. 

Mrs. Coutee earned her education by working on campus and 
was awarded academic scholarships. She taught geometry at 
Fair Park High School in Shreveport while earning her graduate 
degree. She was the first professional female at Exxon, where she 
was employed as a systems analyst in the Math, Computing and 


“Juanita Coutee, embodied the 
values of faith, family and work 
with remarkable grace.” 


— Dr. Drake Owens, 
Executive Director, NSU Foundation 


Systems Department at the Baton Rouge 
refinery where her technical expertise for 
the business and information systems was 
recognized. She was also a key component 
to the payroll systems for Exxon. Mrs. 
Coutee served on the salaried Federal 
Credit Union Board as was president of the 
Retirement Club. 

Mrs. Coutee went above and beyond 
as a trailblazer to leave her mark in the 
workplace. She retired from the company 
as senior associate after 33 years. 

Barbara Beckmann, a senior associate 
for ExxonMobil, was Mrs. Coutee’s 
long-time colleague and friend. Ms. 
Beckmann joined the company a year 
after Mrs. Coutee, and the two shared 
many experiences — both humorous and 
groundbreaking -- as the first women 
employees who were not part of the 
secretarial pool. 

“She did a huge job of paving the 
way,’ Ms. Beckman said. “There were a 
fair amount of meetings we were in together and if Juanita had 
something to say, she said it, and she contributed to the meeting.’ 

“Juanita was always a mentor for the new kids on the block, 
even if they weren't women,’ added Ms. Beckmann, who herself 
has and continues to mentor many young professionals. 

Mr. and Mrs. Coutee were members of the Knights and Ladies 
of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem. They 
were awarded the Papal Honor membership from Pope John 
Paul Il. Mrs. Coutee was later promoted to Lady Grant Cross. She 
served the Diocese of Baton 
Rouge for 10 years and was an 
active and devout member of 
St. Thomas More Parish, serving 
as a lector and on various 
committees. 

According to family, Mrs. 
Coutee was a born leader, 
fiercely independent and 
excelled in many areas of 
life, but her favorite honors 
were the titles of mother and 
grandmother. She and her 
husband were well-known for their altruism and generosity. The 
couple often cited their educational training and experiences 
at NSU as a major force in their successful business careers and 
productive lives. 

“The Coutees have for many years been devoted to 
Northwestern State and the entire university community has 
benefitted,’ said Jill Bankston, director of Development. “We were 
so deeply saddened by the loss of Mrs. Juanita, but are eternally 
grateful that she will be continually honored for years to come.’ 

Friends may contribute to the scholarship by visiting https:// 
northwesternstatealumni.com/coutee-scholarship/. 
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Britney Burton Spivey creates scholarship to honor late mother 


A Bossier City businesswoman has 
created an endowed scholarship in 
memory of her mother to benefit a female 
student attending NSU. Britney Burton 
Spivey created the = 
Lisa Conklin Burton 
Scholarship through 
a donation to the 
NSU Foundation. 
Preference will be 
given to women 
who are members of 
Sigma Sigma Sigma 
Sorority. 

Spivey, a 2007 
graduate of NSU, 
is owner of Simply 
Chic Boutique with 
locations in Bossier 
City, Shreveport, 
Natchitoches and 
Mandeville. She ‘ 
has been an active { [ 
supporter of her 
alma mater and of 
Tri Sigma over the years. She said giving 
back is a way to acknowledge the love she 
received from others after the loss of her 
mother, who died in a car accident in 1994 
at age 32 when Spivey and her brother 
Josh were 9 and 12 years old. 

“She was such an amazing mom and 
person. She never got to finish her college 
degree and dreamed that her children 
would,’ Spivey said. “It was an honor to 
finish our degrees in honor of our mom. 
Our hometown of Bossier City completely 
covered us in love and support as we 


Spivey 


grew up without our mom.” 

That love and support continued at 
NSU, Spivey said. Josh Burton was a 
linebacker on the NSU Demon football 
team. In addition to 
serving in office for 
Tri Sigma, Spivey was 
involved with the 
Student Activities 
Board, Freshman 
Connection, NSU 
Ambassadors and 
the Homecoming 
Honor Court. 

She cited Reatha 
Cox, NSU’s vice 
president for the 
Student Experience 
and Dean of 
Students, as a special 
mentor. 

“Reatha initiated 
me into Sigma Sigma 
Sigma, grew me as 
a leader on campus 
and inspired me to be the woman | am 
today. When my mom wasn’t there on the 
day | got married, Reatha was. She was 
there to meet my children when they were 
born. Her support and so many of the 
faculty and staff have continued to instill 
in my life and my brother's long after we 
graduated from NSU.” 

As a businesswoman, Spivey has 
been recognized by Greater Shreveport 
Chamber Business Development 
Connection and the Bossier Chamber of 
Commerce. She is also a mother of four. 


Lisa Conklin Burton 


“In Sigma we say, ‘to receive much you 
just give much,” Spivey said. “My family 
has been so blessed by the support and 
love from the people in our lives at NSU 
and the community of Natchitoches. It 
truly is an honor to give to the university 
that gave so much to us. We are forever 
proud to be Demons. And we are so 
touched to honor our mother by helping 
others get the degree she never got to 
finish.” 

Friends who wish to contribute to 
the scholarship can do so at https:// 
northwesternstatealumni.com/burton- 
scholarship/. 

Information on giving is available at 
www.northwesternstatealumni.com. 


THE NSU FOUNDATION WOULD LIKE TO ANNOUNCE THE FOLLOWING NEWLY ESTABLISHED SCHOLARSHIPS. 


+ Hall Family Scholarship in Engineering Technology 


- https://northwesternstatealumni.com/hall-scholarship/ 


Billy E. Stewart in Health & Human Performance Scholarship 
- https://northwesternstatealumni.com/stewart-scholarship/ 


+ Dr. Frederick Charles Bosarge Endowed Scholarship in Student Leadership 
- https://northwesternstatealumni.com/bosarge-leadership-scholarship/ 


+ Dr. Frederick Charles Bosarge Endowed Scholarship in Student Personnel 
- https://northwesternstatealumni.com/bosarge-personnel-scholarship/ 


+ (Clifford & Gayle Krouse Memorial Fund 


- https://northwesternstatealumni.com/give/ 


Ways to Give can be found at: 


www.northwesternstatealumni.com/waystogive/ 
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Alumni 2024 


The Office of Alumni staff hit the road this past spring, visiting 
with NSU family in Austin, Houston, Shreveport, Dallas, New 
Orleans, Baton Rouge, Lafayette and Alexandria during the Alumni 
After Hours tour. “A huge thanks to everyone who attended and 
our volunteers,’ said Danielle Antoon Cobb, director of Alumni 
Affairs. “The Alumni staff is already looking forward to next year.’ 


NEW ORLEANS: Front row from 
left are Shaundra Howard (2007), 
Danielle Cobb (2010), Janet Vienne 
(1992), Lauren Vienne (2003) and Jill 
Bankston (1997). On the middle row 
are Tamyra Brooks (2007), Ariann 
Arana (2007, 2029), Beau Boudreaux 
(2005) and Eloise Chiasson (1969). 
On the back row are Austin McCann 
(2013), Frank Toro (2002), Danielle 
Osborne (2019), Denny Olvany (1971) 
and Jackson Galloway (2004). 


AUSTIN, TEXAS: From left are Mary Corley, Roy 
Corley (1966), John Robertson (1975), Constance 
Robertson (1975) and Vonna Wolfe. 


AUSTIN, TEXAS: Kinika Reece (1996, 1998) 
and Carlton Reece 


Friends, colleagues and former students established a 
scholarship to honor a retired professor from the Louisiana 
Scholars’ College at Northwestern State University. Dr. Holly Stave, 
a long-time professor of English, had a profound influence on 
many of her students as a professor, mentor and friend. 

Stave joined the Louisiana Scholars’ College faculty in 1998. She 
is anoted scholar of American writer Toni Morrison and was active 
in publishing and presenting articles on Morrison, exploring the 
feminist, religious and spiritual implications of Morrison's work. 

At NSU, she was a recipient of the Dr. Jean D‘Amato-Thomas 
Lifetime Achievement Award which recognizes a senior faculty 
member whose career has included a significant commitment 
to research and service to their disciplines. She also received 

the Mildred Hart Bailey Research Award and the Excellence in 
Teaching Award. Stave has written, edited or co-edited several 

\ = books and articles in leading professional journals and actively 
\ presented work at conferences and symposiums around the 
world. 

Donors raised more than $11,000 to endow the scholarship 
that will be presented to a Louisiana Scholars’ College student. 

To contribute to the Stave scholarship fund, visit https:// 
northwesternstatealumni.com/stave-scholarship/. 


‘to 


Friends, former students and colleagues 
presented a check in the amount of $11,245 
to the NSU Foundation for the Dr. Holly 

Stave Endowed Scholarship. Pictured are, 
from left, Dr. Alexei Muravitsky, Dr. Nicole 
Lobdell, Lauren Michel, Dr. Richard Jensen, 
Stave, her husband Richard Pool, Dr. Greg 
Granger, Dr. Neeru Deep and Dr. Mark Melder. 
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~anee | Dylan Kyle Poche tournament funds 


= scholarships, Bass Fishing Team 


Three incoming Northwestern State University students were named 
recipients of this year’s Dylan Kyle Poche Memorial Fishing Scholarships. 
They are Ayden Slack of Vivian and Caleb Johnson and Colin Cosenza, 
both of Many, who will join NSU's competitive bass fishing team. The 
scholarships are funded by the Poche family through proceeds from the 
Dylan Kyle Poche Memorial Bass Tournament that took place 
March 23 on Toledo Bend Lake. With more than 284 entries, 
this year’s tournament was the largest to date and raised 
$43,500. In addition to scholarships, proceeds from the 
tournament also help the NSU Bass Fishing Team to 
defray expenses as they attend tournaments around the 
country. From left are Burt Poche, Colin Cosenza, Caleb 
Johnson, Ayden Slack and Shelley Poche. 
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Art patron honors late husband with bequest to Foundation, Art Department 


Carol Kirkland of Natchitoches, an 
artist, former art teacher and lifelong 
learner, announced a planned gift to 
the Northwestern State University 
Foundation that will benefit students 
in the Department of Fine and Graphic 
Art. Kirkland created the James and 
Carol Kirkland Scholarship and made the 
announcement on her birthday April 23. 

Kirkland said the bequest honors her 
late husband James “Jim” Kirkland, an NSU 
graduate, who passed away suddenly in 
2020. 

“| did it not just for me but for Jim, too,’ 
Kirkland said. “He would have been so 
happy. | don’t have children, so this was a 
way to give to the future. He was a 52-year 
part of my life, and he went [to school] 
here.” 

Jim Kirkland’s parents were graduate 
of Louisiana Normal, as NSU was then 
known. He graduated from Natchitoches 
High School in 1958 and earned a master’s 
degree at NSU in 1965. He taught 
mathematics and coached in Texas and 
abroad in Germany before moving to 
Colorado Springs to teach. There he met 
and married Carol, who was an art teacher. 
The couple opened a stationery and gift 
shop in 1983. In 1996 they sold the shop 
and retired to Natchitoches where they 
immersed themselves into the social and 
cultural fabric of the town. 

“Jim had grown up here and | wanted to 
partake in this city because | had always 
been in big cities. | was a military kid. Dad 
retired in Colorado Springs but we lived 
all over. | always admired Jim because he 


grew up here and had friends from way, said Dr. Leslie Gruesbeck, director of the 
way back,’ she said. Department of Fine and Graphic Art. 

Over the years, Jim and Carol enjoyed “Intergenerational learning is the best. It’s 
the amenities of the university and such a good example of how one never 
attended concerts, programs and exhibits stops learning and there’s not going to 
presented by NSU’s School of Creative be a point where that’s not important to 
and Performing Arts. After Jim passed you or pleasurable to you. It’s awesome to 
away, Carol began taking a ceramics class have her here.’ 
at NSU and found being around students Kirkland describes the ideal student 
refreshing. recipient of the future scholarship as 

“| needed to fill my time and get back in. “hardworking, a good art student who has 
All of a sudden, one day | went, ‘These are a passion to succeed.” 
my kind of people! You're not weird when Friends who wish to contribute 
you're in the arts. | love the people in the to the fund can do so at https:// 
art department.” northwesternstatealumni.com/kirkland- 

“She's added a lot to the ceramics class,” scholarship/. 


Students and faculty gathering for the announcement of the James and Carol Kirkland 
Scholarship were, front row from left, Skye Dager, Derek Sarvis, Kirkland, Rex Cooper and 
Mirla Gonzales. On the back row are Sean Callander, Dr. Leslie Gruesbeck, Corbin Covher, 
Collier Hyams, Noah Martinez and Matt DeFord. 
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Faculty in NSU’s Department of Social Work are, seated from left, Lisa Mount, Kirby Peddy, Dr. MaryAnne Candley and Dr. 


= Md = 


Susan Campbell, 


interim department chair. On the back row are Dr. Andrew Fultz, Denise Bailey, Byron McKinney, Dr. Jennifer Shaw, Randy Hoffpauir, 


Jessica Fultz and Morgan Durr. 


NSU gets approval for Master of Social Work program 


NSU received approval from the 
Louisiana Board of Regents to offer a 
Master of Social Work degree. The program 
will be offered completely online and 
will build upon NSU's existing Bachelor 
of Social Work that graduates about 50 
students per year. 

“The MSW program will help address 
the dearth of the mental health workforce 
and services in Louisiana. According to the 
National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI), 
nearly 3.4 million people in Louisiana live 
in a community that does not have enough 
mental health professionals such as social 
workers,’ said Dr. Susan Campbell, interim 
chair of NSU’s Department of Social Work. 
“The mission of the MSW is to develop 
clinically trained social work professionals 
to meet the growing need for practitioners 
in our regional and national work force, 
with particular emphasis on providing 
trauma-informed services in rural central 
and western Louisiana.” 

Dr. MaryAnne Candley, MSW, a 
Licensed Master Social Worker, will serve 
as the program coordinator. Candley 
joined the NSU Social Work faculty as an 
assistant professor in 2019. In addition to 
teaching and advising, Candley is also the 
coordinator of online studies where her 
duties include supporting and enhancing 
the online learning environment and 


experience for social work students. She 
holds bachelor’s and master’s degrees in 
social work and earned a Ph.D. in human 
services with an emphasis on social and 

community services. 

Before joining the NSU faculty, Candley 
worked with an interdisciplinary group 
that focused on birth inequities. She also 
engages in practice as a medical social 
worker. Previous practice experience also 
includes working with the homeless and 
elderly populations, and with children and 
families. 

Campbell said the Social Work 
Department will work with the Council 
on Social Work Education (CSWE) Board 
of Accreditation for the MSW program 
to become nationally accredited. The 
timeline for accreditation is approximately 
three years with a likely approval date of 
February 2028. 

The CSWE accreditation process will 
allow the Master of Social Work program 
to back-date accreditation to its initial 
start date of August 2025. Students who 
graduate from the MSW program before 
2028 will have to wait until February 2028 
for the accreditation to be granted and 
backdated. Therefore, graduating MSWs 
prior to May 2028 would not be able to 
pursue licensure until official accreditation 
approval is given. 


“To maintain the integrity of the MSW 
program and support the professional 
development of our students, the 
Department of Social Work will welcome its 
inaugural MSW class in stages,’ Campbell 
said. “Stage one will be a part time, 
traditional MSW program, with students 
beginning their coursework in August 2025 
with an anticipated graduation date of May 
2028. Stage two will be a two-year, full time 
MSW program in which students begin 
their coursework in August of 2026 and 
graduate in May of 2028. The final stage 
will be the one-year Advanced Standing 
program with students beginning in August 
of 2027 and graduating in May of 2028." 

Most employment data and job 
prediction statistics identify an increase 
in the need for social workers, Candley 
said. There are only three accredited MSW 
programs in public institutions in Louisiana. 

The push for approval of the master’s 
in Social Work at NSU began years ago, 
spearheaded by the late Dr. Claudia Triche, 
then department head, who advocated for 
the creation of a MSW degree at NSU. 

The scholarship created to honor 
Triche’s achievements is nearing 
fulfillment. Donors who would like to 
contribute can do so at http://www. 
northwesternstatealumni.com/donations/ 
claudia-triche-memorial-scholarship/. 
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Physics professor will return to France for Olympic Marathon 


An NSU physics professor is one of over 
20,000 individuals from all over the world 
selected to participate in the Marathon 
Pour Tous during the Paris Olympic Games 
this summer. Dr. Damien Tristant, a native 
of France, was selected for the event that 
will feature both amateurs and athletes 
alike, with a 50/50 split of male and female 
participants regardless of ages, physical 
condition or sporting level. 

The Marathon Pour Tous will take place 
on Aug. 10, beginning at the Hotel de Ville 
and will follow a historic course through 
Paris and along the Seine that is a tribute to 
the thousands of people —- mostly women 
-- who in 1789 marched to the Palace 
of Versailles to demand bread and the 
Declaration of Human Rights from King 
Louis XVI during the French Revolution. 
Along the route are many famous 


landmarks including the Paris Opera House, 


the Louvre and the Eiffel Tower before it 
ends at the Esplanade de Invalides. The 
route is 42.195 km equal to 26.219 miles. 
An engaging map of Marathon Pour Tous 
route and its historic significance can be 
viewed here with English subtitles: https:// 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=zzNfHRo2t-g. 

“lim excited and happy,’ Tristant said. 
“This opportunity shows that everyone has 
access to their dreams, not just athletes.’ 

The selection process for the mass 
race began nearly two years ago, open to 
participants from around the world. 

“| decided to sign up for fun, not 
expecting to be selected. Running is a 
good way for me to clear my mind,’ he 
said. “I had until December 31, 2023, to 
accumulate a total of 100,000 points. 
These points were earned by wearing a 
watch that recorded my activities, such as 
running, walking, biking and swimming, as 
well as participating in games and quizzes.” 

Tristant upped his points by running 
in the Louisiana Marathon last year. In 
addition, he ran 343 miles and earned 
108,299 out of 100,000 points last 
September. 

“| finished 16,889th out of 616,027 
participants. Following this there was 
a lottery among all participants who 
had accumulated at least 100,000 
points. Though | was happy just to have 
participated in something unique and 


enjoyable, | received an 
email stating that | had 
been selected to the 
Olympic marathon.’ 

After signing several 
documents, Tristant will 
undergo a mandatory 
medical checkup, 
submit his paperwork 
and complete final 
steps. He was already 
planning to visit France 
this summer to see 
family and is pleased 
to be running in the 
Olympic Marathon. 

2024 marks the 
centennial of the last 
modern Olympic games 
hosted in France. The 
XXXII Olympiad will take 
place July 26-Aug. 11. 

“The Marathon Pour Tous is also a tribute 
to Pierre de Coubertin, who initiated the 
modern Olympic Games, Tristant said. 

“In honor of the occasion, France has 
decided to modify the opening ceremony, 
traditionally held in a stadium, to take place 
entirely on the River La Seine.” 

Tristant participated in his first big race, 
a 20 km course, with his family in Paris in 
2013, but didn’t start running regularly 
until 2017. He has also been a swimmer 
and practitioner of Aikido Japanese 
martial arts) for 10 years. 

He arrived in Natchitoches in August 
2023 and began the Fall semester as 
assistant professor of physics. Tristant 
completed his Ph.D. in nanophysics at 
Paul Sabatier University / INSA in Toulouse, 
France, in collaboration with Rice University 
in Houston. During that time, he traveled 
to Rice University to conduct research on 
carbon nanotube fibers, measuring their 
properties and comparing experimental 
results with theoretical findings calculated 
in France. 

“This adventure also marked my first 
immersion in the U.S.A. in 2015," he said. 

After completing his Ph.D., he returned 
to the U.S. for a post-doctoral position at 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in Troy, 
New York, then pursued another post-doc 
at Louisiana State University. 


Dr. Damien Tristant runs along Chaplin’s Lake on the NSU campus. 


“The objective behind these two post- 
doctoral positions was twofold: to delve 
into new research and to immerse myself 
in Louisiana’s culture,’ he said. “In 2023, 
| applied to the online posting for the 
assistant professorship in physics at NSU. 
Sensing the opportune moment for a 
transition, | opened a new chapter, aiming 
to impart my knowledge in a manner 
distinct from conventional academic 
publications - through teaching. My 
decision to join NSU was motivated by 
the university's commitment to fostering 
a diverse student body with varying 
backgrounds and perspectives.” 

Upon relocating to Natchitoches after 
having lived in other countries and 
cities, Tristant was surprised by the lack 
infrastructure for pedestrians, cyclists 
and people with disabilities, especially 
in a college town, but is encouraged by 
discussions of the city's master plan aimed 
at addressing those issues. He particularly 
likes the Sibley Lake area and hopes to see 
connectivity with existing paths, such as 
NSU’s walking trail along Chaplin’s Lake. 

“Walking, running or biking are vital 
activities, echoing the sentiments of the 
Frenchman Pierre de Coubertin, who 
stated ‘Sport is part of every man and 
woman's heritage and its absence can 
never be compensated for.” 


“This opportunity shows that everyone has access to their dreams, not just athletes.” 
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ATHLETIC NEWS 


Beard finishes eighth in 100 to earn First Team 
All American, Gumbs places 19th in discus 


Any time a feat happens that hasn't in a 
decade, it is quite an accomplishment. 

Zachaeus Beard finished eighth in the 
men’s 100-meter dash, running a 10.10 to 
earn First Team All-American, highlighting 
the final day of competition for North- 
western State at the 2024 nationals on the 
campus of the University of Oregon 
June 7. 

The last first team selection in the men’s 
100 was Justin Walker, who finished fourth 
in the event in 2014. 

“Zach had a great day,’ head coach 
Mike Heimerman said. “That’s a huge 
accomplishment. That was an amazing 
race. He led for most of the race and just 
got a little tight at the end. 

Beard was slated to participate in the 
Olympic trials later in June. 

Like he always does, the senior recorded 
a quick start and led for much of the race 
before being edged out. 

Beard’s finishes his NSU career as one 
of the more decorated male sprinters in 
school history, with his name all across the 
program record book. 


He finishes his collegiate career with his 
head held high. 

“It feels sour, but sweet all at the same 
time,’ Beard said. “It’s crazy actually. | thank 
God through it all. | gave NSU track and 
field everything | had. There is no way | 
can't leave happy. 

At the same time the 100 finished, 
Diamante Gumbs was taking part in the 
men’s discus, finishing 19th in the event 
and earning honorable mention All- 
American. 

He tossed a 180-8 to finish 19th on 
his second throw. Gumbs first toss was 
a 161-6, but bounced back to toss the 
180-8 and earned the honorable mention 
spot. 

“DD looked good but was just rushing 
it, which was killing his finish which means 
it doesn’t go as far,’ Heimerman said. “It is 
still a huge accomplishment to make it to 
nationals.” 

Gumbs finishes his NSU career with 
multiple records, including the men’s 
hammer in the outdoor season. Diamante 


Zachaeus Beard finished eighth in the 
men’s 100-meter dash to earn First Team 
All-American honors and Diamante Gumbs 
placed 19th in the men»s discus to earn 
honorable mention All-American accolades 
to complete stellar NSU careers. 


and twin brother Djimon Gumbs leave 
NSU as two of the most decorated men’s 
throwers in the history of the program. 


4x 400 women’s relay team finishes 16th, 
earned second team All American honors 


The stellar 2024 season for the 
Northwestern State women’s 4x400 relay 
team came to an end, but it didn’t end 
without a fight. Or without a spot on the 
All-American team. 

NSU ran a 3:32.24 in the relay to come in 
16th place out of 24 teams June 6 on the 
second day of nationals and first day for the 
women on the campus of the University of 
Oregon. 

While the top nine advance to Saturday's 
finals, the top 16 earn All-American spots. 

The Lady Demons quartet of Sanaria 
Butler, Maygan Shaw, Tranasia Jones and 
Vanessa Balde originally finished 17th, 
but a disqualification of Penn moved NSU 
up one to slide in as a Second Team All- 
American. 

They are first relay team at NSU to do 
that since 2018. 


“They ran pretty well” head 
coach Mike Heimerman said. 
“Unfortunately, they just didn’t 
have the same spark like at 
regionals. It wasn't from lack 
of effort or heart. They showed 
they belonged to be here 
competing with the best. 

“These ladies have been 
running times never seen in 
the SLC. They are a special 
group of talented, smart and 
strong young ladies. They will 
be in the record books for a 
while and | am very proud of 
them.’ 

The time is the second-best mark in 
program history, out-done only by the 
Southland Conference-record 3:29.22 
clocked at the NCAA East Regionals at the 


Tranasia Jones (pictured facing) and the Northwestern 
State women’s 4x400 relay team ran a 3:32.24 to place 
16th at nationals, which earned a Second Team All- 
American spot on the second day of nationals and first 
for the women. CREDIT: Prentice C. James 


University of Kentucky. 

This group of four has each of the top 
five times in program history in the event, 
all of which occurred in 2024. 
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ATHLETIC NEWS 


we 2024 NSU FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 


Aug. 29 Sept. 7 . Sent. 1 12 Sept. 21 Sept. 28 
at Tulsa PrairieView atSouthAlabama Weber State at SEM... Stephen F. Austin* 


Nov. Nov. 16 “Nov. 23. 
A&M-Commerce* Nicholls* Lamar* at Southeastern® McNeese* at HCU” 


uoHeUoju; sods MSN “WIOQIOAA peg 


Home games in WHITE / Road games in GRAY / * denotes Southland Conference game 


Southland adjusts Football schedule to accommodate SFA’s return 


The addition of Stephen F. Austin to the Southland Conference for the 2024-25 academic and athletic year has changed the 
2024 Northwestern State football schedule. 

The Demons still will play five home games and seven on the road and all adjustments to the schedule are contained within 
October and November as announced by the conference office Thursday morning. 

NSU will begin Southland Conference play by traveling to Stephen F. Austin on Oct. 5, replacing what was a home SLC opener 
against Lamar. The Demons’ Southland home opener now will be Oct. 12 against Texas A&M-Commerce. 

Northwestern State’s Homecoming contest remains scheduled for Oct. 26, but the opponent has changed as the Demons will 
face Lamar instead of UIW. That game will end a stretch of nine straight weeks of play for the Demons, whose open week moves 
from Oct. 12 to Nov. 2 on the new schedule. 

The other changes to the schedule involve a pair of road games with Southeastern and Nicholls as those two flip spots on the 
Demons’ schedule. NSU now will travel to face the defending SLC champion Colonels in Thibodaux on Oct. 19 and will head to 
Hammond to face Southeastern on Nov. 9. 

For ticket information, log onto NSUTickets.com or call 318-357-4268. 


Four athletic programs land perfect APR marks 


Four NSU athletic programs earned perfect scores in the NCAA Division |’s annual review of 
institutional academic performance by student-athletes. The programs recording perfect 1,000 
scores in the NCAA’s Academic Progress Rate (APR) report for the past academic year are tennis, 
volleyball and men’s and women’s cross country. 

The APR provides a real-time look at a team’s academic success each semester by tracking the 
progress of each student-athlete on scholarship. The APR accounts for eligibility and retention and provides a measure 
of each Division | team’s performance compared to its peers. 

The NSU tennis team continued its run of perfect scores and has maintained that mark across the multi-year rate tally, which measures 
team scores across a four-year period. 

Volleyball’s perfect mark lifted its multi-year rate to a 989 mark while men’s cross country also cleared the 980 mark in multi-year rate. 
Both NSU soccer (985) and NSU softball (980) have hit the 980 threshold or better in the multi-year rate. 

In total, seven of NSU’s programs scored at a 975 or better in the APR — with soccer (989), softball (988) and men’s track and field (976) 
joining the four teams who posted perfect scores. 
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In Memory 


1943 — Mildred Louise McGarrahan 
Smith, April 8, 2024, Baton Rouge 


1945 — Juanita “Nita” Marie Craig 
Bambrick, March 28, 2024, 
Bellville, Texas 


1948 — Ben Belk, June 11, 2023, 
Shreveport 


1950 - Betty M. Walker, April 25, 2024, 
Wolf Creek, Tennessee 


1951 — Gerald Quinton Pruett, 
April 23, 2024, Bossier City 


1952 - Beryl DeLoach Combs, 
April 5, 2024, Baton Rouge 


1952 — Henry V. “Buddy” Maggio, 
April 3, 2024, Natchitoches 


1952 — Irene G. Hines “Elsie” Reinert, 
July 1, 2017, Upper Macungie 
Township, Pennsylvania 


1955, 1957 — Robert Edward DeLoach, 
April 19, 2024, Shreveport 


1955 — Maribel Stewart Ellender, 
Sept. 17, 2023, Sulphur 


1956 — Sandra Johnson Thames, 
October 12, 2023, Lakeview, 
Texas 


1956 — Ruth Schech Dickens, 
May 21, 2024, Covington 


1957 — Robert Edward DeLoach, 
April 19, 2024, Covington 


1957, 1992 - Peggy Ruth Kerr Carr 
Plunkett, May 26, 2024, 
Natchitoches 


1958, 1960 — Melva Juanita Martinez 
Coutee, March 18, 2024, 
Baton Rouge 


1959, 1961 — Dr. Selvestion Jimes, 
Nov. 18, 2023, Shreveport 


1959 — Barbara Jo Cox, May 19, 2024, 
Ringgold 


1960 — Donald Ray Nugent, 
April 15, 2024, Austin, Texas 


1960 — Dr. Sandra McCalla, June 7, 2024, 
Shreveport 


1961 — Linda Faraldo, May 11, 2024, 
Alexandria 


1961 — Johnnie Faye McElroy Lang, 
June 9, 2024, Bastrop 


1962 - Frances Lingenfelter Smith, 
Feb. 16, 2024, Beaumont, Texas 


1962 — Clarence Leon Walker, 
April 12, 2024, Montgomery 


1962 — Viva Dean Strickland, 
Jan. 22, 2023, Sterlington 


1962 — Frank L. Rambin Ill, Oct. 4, 2022, 
Alexandria 


1962 - Dr. William J. “Bill” Long, 
May 11, 2024, Shreveport 


1962 — Robert Herbert Day, 
June 3, 2024, Alexandria 


1963 - George E. Taylor, Nov. 17, 2023, 
Denham Springs 


1963 - Barbara Bright Wiggins, 
Nov. 18, 2023, West Monroe 


1964 - Darrell DeWitt Mayes, 
May 29, 2024, Clearwater, Florida 


1965 - Sandra Ann Moore Giglio, 
July 31, 2023, Jackson, Mississippi 


1965 — Jowanna Looper Douglas, 
May 31, 2024, Prairieville 


1965 — Gobel A. Lynn Jr., Hammond 


1966 - Gary D. Salter, May 27, 2024, 
Shreveport 


1967 —- Frank Wallis Hampson, 
April 19, 2024, Harrison, Arkansas 


1967 — Wilbur Harold Owens Il, 
Sept. 6, 2023, Haughton 


1969 — Kenneth Allen, March 30, 2024, 
Berea, Kentucky 


1969 - Gayle Haight Bazer, March 30, 
2024, Melbourne, Florida 


1970 - Lt. Col Janet Barbara Reynolds, 
April 20, 2024, Mandeville 


1971 — Janice Cook Laird, Feb. 15, 2024, 
Ponchatoula 


1971 — Rev. Peyton L. Bass Jr., 
Aug. 2, 2023, Jonesboro 


1973 - William M. Byrd, Feb. 25, 2024, 
Benton 


1974 - Jerry Marvin Roberts, 
May 19, 2024, Lafayette 


1975 — Nelda Faye Gass Liles, 
May 5, 2024, Natchitoches 


1975 — Richard Parnell, Ed.D., 
July 30, 2018, Gibsland 


1978 — Elloise Davis Austin, June 5, 2024, 
Grand Cane 


1979 — Glenn Robert Carlson, 
April 7, 2024, Superior, Wisconsin 


1988 - Glenda Campbell Green Wise, 
May 27, 2024, Many 


1992 — Lesh Nettles Brown Jr., 
June 3, 2024, Natchitoches 


1999 —- Davonna Renee Baird Ryan, 
May 18, 2024, Whitehall, Montana 


2012 - Kena Marie Senegal, 
March 15, 2024, Lake Charles 


2012 - Cyle Landon Garrett, 
May 20, 2024, Alexandria 


2014 — Robert Nowlin, Dec. 15, 2024, 
Natchitoches 


Emily Glenn Efurd, March 24, 2024, 
Elkart, Texas 


Charlotte Clark Guidry, March 27, 2024, 
Opelousas 


Charles Robert Gunn, April 1, 2024, 
Youngsville 


Tommy Lance Russell, May 8, 2024, 
Heflin 


Harvey Seth Johnson, May 3, 2024, 
Natchitoches 


Ivan Dwane Murphy, May 17, 2024, 
Natchitoches 


Melba Rose Spikes Brown, May 20, 2024, 
Lake Charles 


Barbara Barron, May 23, 2024, Winnfield 


John Richard Lacy, May 19, 2024, 
Sioux City, lowa 


Roy Chen, March 22, 2024 
Chen was a former professor of 
political science. 


Columbus Benjamin “Lum” Ellis, 
May 24, 2024, Covington 
Mr. Ellis was a former professor 
of sociology and assistant to the 
president. 
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Guess Who 


The Current Sauce printed a promotional picture of 
Sally and the Kit Kat Girls in advance the production 
of “Cabaret” in March 1974. The young actresses are 
Debbie Gray, center, as Sally Bowles surrounded by 
Debbie Kilman, Lisa Cooper, Terri Amazeen, Michelle 
Greer, Pam Scarborough and Stephanie Storey. 


Hollywood came to Natchitoches in the summer of 1989 with some 
lucky NSU students landing parts as extras, production assistants, 
decorators and other jobs. Most were paid $50 per day to stand 


Those who guessed are as follows. 


around in 100 degree temperatures as the stars rehearsed, but some Debbie Gray Mayfield (1978), Myrtle Beach, South 
extras were a bit more exposed. Can you name the football players Carolina 
that surround Olympia Dukakis in the famous locker room scene? She writes, “I was so lucky to get to play Sally Bowles 


i ; in the NSU production of “Cabaret.’ Great memories 
If you know the names, e-mail jacksonI@nsula.edu with your name, from “Cabaret!” 


city of residence and the year you graduated. 


Looking Back 


The 50th, 75th and 100th anniversary years 
of Northwestern State’s founding (1884) 
were commemorated with programs, 
receptions and other events for the school 
and community in 1934, 1959 and 1984. 

In 2009, the “NSU at 125” coffee table 

book published by the NSU Press took 
readers down memory lane with pictures, 
anecdotes and narratives from the school’s 
beginnings as the Louisiana State Normal 
School -- the state’s designated teacher 
training institution -- to its 21st century 
role as a regional university focused on 
education, economic development and 
cultural enrichment. 


Edited by Jerry Pierce, Steve Horton, Don Sepulvado and Tom Whitehead, the 
book is a trove of nostalgia recalling people, buildings and codes of conduct long 
gone, as well as the myths and legends that persist. “NSU at 125” illustrates how 
academics, student life, athletics and the campus itself continue to evolve, while 
the university's mission of education and service remains. 


Copies of “NSU at 125” are still available for those who collect NSU 
memorabilia. For more information, visit www.nsula.edu/nsupress. 
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Class of 1974. celebrates Golden Jubilee 


The Class of 1974 was recognized during spring commencement May 9 and received their second 
diplomas. On the front row from left are Joe Ehrhardt, Becky Trammel, Linda Lyles, Christopher 
LaCour, Daphne Grady, Benny Carter, Teresa Kevil and Melanie McCain. On the middle row are 
Teresa Bailey, William Bond, Jerry Williams, Everett Gibson, May Williams, Rebecca Keenan, Cynthia 
Hawthorne and Jack Damico. On the back row are Lou Hammons, Kenneth Trahant, George 
Roberts, Robert Swayze Jr., Georgia Green, Richard Bergeron, Steve Wells and Michael Price. 


